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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Holland et al (US Pub 2005/0013286). 

Claims 1 and 12, Holland teaches a communication node and a method of 
determining functions to provide at a given node forming part of a communication path 
comprising: 

at least one of: 



sending from the given node (calling party node, [0004]), information 
(broadcast a query message to all other nodes in the network [0004]), identifying at 
least one of: 

one or more local functions (local knowledge, [0004]) capable of being 
provided to traffic (a communication call, in communication path by the 
given node (only the node having local knowledge of the called 
extension will reply to the query message, [0004]); and 

if available, one or more remote functions capable of being provided to the 
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traffic by other nodes forming part of the communication path; and 
receiving information from at least one other node forming part of the 

communication path, the information identifying the one or more 
remote functions; and 

determining whether any of the one or more local functions (local knowledge, 
[0004]) should be applied to the traffic (fig. 2 shows telephone communication) 
based on criteria, which defines how the one or more local and remote functions (local 
knowledge, [0004]) are applied by the given node and other nodes and is available to 
the given node and other nodes (Once the node sourcing the query message has 
received this reply message, it will place a call to the node servicing the called 
extension, [0004]; 

Claims 2 and 13, Holland teaches applying to the traffic any of the one 
or more local functions, which are determined to be applied to the traffic (a call, [0004]). 

Claims 3-5 and 14-16, Holland teaches the received information is received from 
at least one of the other nodes that is upstream of traffic flow, and at least one of the 
other nodes that is downstream of the traffic flow; the at least one of the other nodes 
that is upstream of the traffic flow is a most proximate node upstream of traffic flow, and 
the at least one of the other nodes that is downstream of the traffic flow is a most 
proximate node downstream of the traffic flow; and creating the information to identify 
the one or more remote functions provided by the one or more other nodes upstream 
and downstream of the given node and the one or more local functions (Fig. 2 shows 
the exchanges of the query messages to identify the local function or account for 
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an identified extension as inquired by node A to node D. Node D examines its 
local function, e.g., local dial, and recognizes that it has the requested extension, 
e.g., 356. Node D sends back a reply message to node A and confirms the 
availability of its local function and capable of servicing the call... call connection 
is established [0012-0015]). 

Claims 6 and 17, Holland teaches the criteria is further based on a location of 
one or more other nodes relative to the given node (determine the call is commonly 
located at the same node (e.g., same PBX) or different nodes in the multi-nodes 
network, [0004]). 

Claims 7 and 18, Holland teaches the received information identifies one or more 
remote nodes associated with each of the one or more remote functions (local 
knowledge, local user resource, the identification of which is defined by 
respective three-digit extension, [0010]; or local account, [0011]). 

Claims 8 and 19, Holland teaches at least one of the one or more local and 
remote functions is associated with an attribute, which is sent or received with the one 
or more local and remote functions, the criteria defining how at least one of the one or 
more local and remote functions are applied based on the attribute (specific local 
function is spell out that only the node with extension 356 will send the reply message to 
inquiring node and if a node doe not have the specific extension 356, ignore the inquiry 
message, [0015]. So it must have a specific requested attribute to send the reply 
message back to inquiring node). 
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Claims 9 and 20, Holland teaches the traffic is voice traffic (fig. 2 shows 
telephone communication). 

Claims 1 0 and 21 , Holland teaches the given node is at least one of the group 
consisting of a terminal, an access point, an endpoint, a gateway, and a routing node 
(Nodes A, B, C and D of fig. 1 or 2). 

Claims 1 1 and 22, Holland teaches certain of the one or more local functions and 
certain of the one or more remote functions are identical, the criteria defining selection 
indicia determining which of one or more local and remote nodes is given priority (The 
call is set up and assigned to the appropriate node servicing the called extension, 
[001 1]. Hence the appropriate node enjoys the priority. 

INQUIRY 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PHUNG-HOANG J. NGUYEN whose telephone number 
is (571)270-1949. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday, 
8:30AM - 5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571 272 7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/CURTIS KUNTZ/ /Phung-Hoang J Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2614 Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



